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constitutional landmark: it emphasised the principle of ministerial responsi-
bility in that it ignored the plea that the sovereign's authority exonerated a
minister from liability for his political actions.

This vindictiveness on the part of the Whigs produced an almost immediate
Jacobite reaction in the country. In some of the chief towns in the midlands
and north " James III.'s " birthday (loth June) was made a public holiday,
and the magistrates made little attempt to curb the unruly behaviour of the
mob. The mayor of Leeds, one of the towns where " the birthday " was
joyously celebrated, had already let his fellow-townsmen know that he had
never swallowed a bitterer pill than the oath of allegiance to the German king.
Down in Hereford the staunch Whig Lord High Stewart, Sir John Coningsby,
found it necessary to warn the mayor and corporation that he would " fetch
soldiers from hell" to punish the townsmen if he again heard that they met
together in the market-place to pledge " the damned Pretender's health in
Hereford cider." In the south-western and north-western shires men made
no secret of their antipathy for " George and Hanover; " and in August 1715
the Prussian ambassador in London reported to his government that during
the eight months of Whig rule the Jacobite cause had gathered greater force
than it ever had done during the four years when the Tories were in power.
The brutal truth was thus clearly told : the Whigs by their vindictive methods
goaded the country into a Jacobite rebellion.

What was required was resolute leadership, and that was what the Jacobites
lacked. Had Ormonde remained in England, where he was trusted by the
simple peasantry of the west country, and had he during the early summer of
1715 placed himself at their head, he would have at least caused the govern-
ment considerable embarrassment, and might have carried through a Tory
coup d'ttat. But at the Stuart " court" in Lorraine an accurate measure of
the discontent against the Whigs in England was never taken : the " courtiers "
were content to imagine that the days of the Hanoverian " usurpers " were
numbered, and their petty jealousies and irresolution marred the progress of
the work of preparation necessary for a desperate undertaking. This failure
to strike in the early summer dashed to the ground the Jacobite hopes of success
in England, and gavs the Whigs time to learn the extent of the mischief and
to arrest suspected local leaders before the armed rising took place.

On 6th September 1715, Mar, whom his contemporaries called " Bobbing
John," raised the standard of rebellion at Kirkmichael " on the Braes of Mar; "
and at the head of a force of wildly enthusiastic Murrays and Gordons he marched
to Aberdeen to proclaim James Edward Stuart " King James VIII. of Scotland."
Inverness, Dundee, Dunkeld, and Perth were soon in the hands of the rebels;
and had Mar hurled himself against Edinburgh at once he would undoubtedly have
taken the capital. But he hung about Perth, waiting for levies from the clans
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